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called their: Lands after then" own names ; *wheteas Min 
bemg i_honour. abideth- mot, but (in: reſpect of this pre- 
ſent - moritl- <qpdicion ) 3s like"#te Beaſtsthat periſh, 
PE: 4017; 12. Honour ; and'Wealth® are. fhppery 
things, that. can hardly be enſhred: ro any: man for' 
the little time of this:life,: but 'ris certain chey-can 
beikeptno longer. No man” 'can carry awdy any" thing! 


With him - when he: dies; neither ſhall his my follow 


oy Ed / 


Daily Obſervation” and Experience proves the 
ſame 
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who is happy Hep pita | nr 
ere longto: aye hb en andao hav 

ks of chem, The bare/rememb ce! « The Fay 
equally *tud" of "all other \Worldi 'enjo MenOs. 


Won e thay: * oMibly our-liveultonr ( 


. : has hap ppen '$loto many yz the gteareſt men” in: their 


titnes; Tuch4s COvaſus,' Darius; (Per eus;'and many 
more; who fromgreat and high 84S IC Were 
from the. top of Worldly feliciry, were tumbled. down 
as in a moment into bondsand poverty, and all rhe 
extremities: of ' an/'unprofperoug>icondition. (Bur 


what need we' examples of that;7 wheiy we: fee no- 


thing in the World burChatige and: Uncerraincy,/ of 
which/every one. is or ſhall be am Exampte|bimſelf, 


even thou who readeſt; as well as he who. haswnr- 


ren. - The World muft fail every-one who.depends 


'of1 it, for. two ceftain cauſes z becauſerhatipmnca- 
ble; 2nd we'are mortal; Godhath madecevyery:thing 
here murable by the ſtanding Laws of his Provr- 
dence, and he hath made our condition here as well 


C by 


.* 4. eman.\ 0 


oe roo 
q and;Appain 
ther. telpettave canhave here,ne-Jufabl ble.coramn 


par mars On 41 2/624 ellO10 - F Els 2111,97: [aun Te Ual * 


that hich. theis ſar7501olp 2 
how extremely: haps inſt his, condition, be, 
prhadiaiing apo kanPt ep Stems hipy 


bike ag gar one: 
carry With him: 64 nn pore Fung: an ol 
_ ing Conſcietice! fothing df god, not fo, ,couch 


as good ; adirhbodeveinhs Soul WM 
ns Tdlefodarieionts 9cls ws AgM 0301 b "ny gat} a5 . 


How: muych'2-Wiſer: \A PRI cenrle;;(hall 
rake, ro fecure:t&2atirifelves that-other; [Partion which 
is certain and: perpetual: 5 God-is Eternal, and his 
Favour is Endleſs, tis:not ſubje& (ins own ,Na- 


cure) to diminution: or-decay. Iclaſts as long as we 


live ;. and wheiv we:die, it accompanies bs, nto the: 
other Worldaiid-gives ns comfort and confidence in 


Kis preſence /and the holy. Angels,: _ puts 8. i 


chepoſleſhon of heyer-ceafing joyes...\ T othisPor- 


tion therefore does our Blefled, Seri direct: his 


Diſciples;..3dutth, 561 191, 2:0: Laynot, up;for yonr felvss 


Ces upon Earth; where: ruſt arid moth corrupt, wdwhtre 


thieves. break through ind ſteal : but lay-up for yaur. ſelves 


Treaſures in Heavin, where ntither raſtiner: moth do. cor - 
r1uþt 
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lg, This leach orien i To Ss or che 
necellcies. of the Soul, 3; Ihe:o 1 FA 


tua} an: intecnal, IG more! fnirabll x co. & 


1 ic Jathe-widitef Me Sb s mind may be 
ill at eale.. Gr Ky be wounded with-guile; or /over= 
W Lon ings ar ar oh witly fear of the 


ao WAN rhe militofchis Beatbing-and Jollity. 
ofen happens;thac imchemidft'of this kind flu: 
ter, the:-Fdeart:1s.fad, and tbtoud of- that mth 4s thearvmeſs. 
The- Serill is la>far fron berg bemg - fatisfeed with theſe 
things; thar-the; abundance 'of chem is rather; pt'to 
cloud and debaſei and garkew it ,>and ro»make' irs 
condition voudle thagwirwouldbe In che\2 ence” 'of 
fach abundance.- $6} char theſe ar no facies & Por- 
tion for the Soul. Wemightas well expect eo farishe 
2 hungry ftometh with: goad xvorlls, asro fatisfie the 
Soul wich-ſenſual, En joymiches:': Theſ# are. as much 
t00 groſs: forthe Soul; -asthe! other re CO! thith and 
Meagre forthe Body: 1: 2qQ ON 317 15 qo: 
Bur che Portian:; WIE 20 FA} is! \abiladanely 
ſuffciensroinfich andfatisfiece/Seut./3) 11: 'o 
[hg devout: Contemplation df God gandwhftis Excel- 
lene ds GloryandBbadnefs, Auquidiaily: raiſe 
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and. refine. and: delight. che Soul(p|hbyr yraets: rides 
the ore and dg 2 As he is the:Auchor; {6 he * 


; isthe - Er lbebonr ſpirics'y: Which never ſeem 
0. be at. home, but when rhey-are converſant 'with 


him. And therefore ic was abſurdly affirm'd by Epþja 


- EurWSz (a8 Phugreb'well Obſerves, and 
in any Ge lev.la ely-proves;)That the disbelief; of 
- Wm -/, aGodiand of alt furtire xecompence; 
"of .. rends:ro\rhe quier and! happineſs6F 


mens & 5M: "whereas there is nothing more true than 
the contrary. | The very 'thoughts of God are beter 
able.to ſtay our '/Minds,; Ks: calm-'our- Paſſions ; 
and. eaſe our: croubles,: than any other conſideration 
whatſbever:' And: the-comforss :of his Word,:and 
afliſtances of his:Grace; and-orher Ethanatics of his 
Goodneſs, (ſuch as have beer-menrioned, ) 'have that 
force upon our ſpirits ;' that when'we can-atrain''to 
ſome!/ſence of theſe, and keep our ſelves in ſome mo- 
derate ppfſeſsion of them, weiicannotbut rhink our 
ſelves happy in: this imperſett: ſtate. -We joy in Gid 
through our Lord Jeſus Chrift, faith the Apoſtle, Rom. : Fe 
3.2, and Verſ. 2.” Were foyce :in hope '%f the glbry of "God: 
And PYex.-165:; of this Pfalm; Great' peace have they 
wholove thy-Law.-. Now Peace, and Joy,'and good 
Hope, are the proper Entertainments of- the ' Soul. 
And theſe' iſſue/naturally from'a Religions applica- 
tion.of our ſelves to:God, and from the ferice of his 
favour, by which oi Minds are refreſhed ahd com- 
forred for the ns IR theycatbe reſtored to 
that 
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in this Portion, and the excellent Properties of it; rem 
.A Second Head of Arguments to-prove the Wit 

9p ;of his choice; may he taken from ther.Effatts,. 
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; + Particularly; 1. The fixing of our hearts firmly 


factor was brought to himto be ſigned;..and ro-wiſh 
that he could never have:written;. | 1 1914 47 1 
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-:e only Ordes,” Moderation, wi Cath 5, 
| +6 ale Man and 2 good Chriftian.' Fig 
things maybe found in anin iffergnt and"defet = 
man.' Now' phat likelier means'can there be tb 
eſtabliſh the heart, and make 2-man conſtant, than 
fixed and: deliberate Choice? When the Ming i 15 en- 
gage upon one'Obje&, and'ſo'not art liberty to rove 
ald' wander after others ? © Wheteas a dyable:minded 
ian {that is; one who is utiderermined in bis J udg- 
mehr and Choice) is wititable in” all bis waies, Jam. 
r.'8: 

Such a' one lives like a man-that walks" without 
any defign, who is indifferent, whar halt he makes, 
or what Sls he rakes. | Sometimes he” goes forward, 
and ſometimes he ſtands ſtill, and looks'about him, 
and by and by he turns afide'to' the next Objedt that 


invites' Ins Eye':- whereas he that is to. run FR the 
Goal, makes, all the haſt thar's poſſible. He liſteth- 
not.to loyter nor to gaze ; bur he beſtirs himſelf wich 


all 'his. might, becauſe the Goal is in his eye, and the 
kenour' and reward of overcoming are, in ' his 
thoughts. 'So 'tis likewiſe tn this cafe ; 'he who hath 
not Girled chisin his heart, 'T har Religion is his buſs- 

neſs, and-that God alone is the Portion of his 'Soul, 

and thar all other things are but yam, *or at the beſt 
but nidifferent; will be apt to turt: aff de hoſe Ya- 
nities, which he hag'nor yetlearn'd to diſeſteem. Bac 
on the other hand, he who is thus perſuaded; is not 
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that {o,wiltly, vill bedfct6:p proceed:more: Bventy 
aid Regulatlytowatd the: MR Ag 41s) if:any? 
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fo.lke :to go aftray;;-bur baving Gadd ais\Bndi zndo 


thing happens to:come'in/his way to-terapr or diverc) 
MO Thoatly remembers that this'is contrary to 
his-meaſures, and: tothe! choice he has made.” And 
xeforecthe turns away: from the Temprarioa, and 
bis heart turns towards God; and; minds: him thar! 
He- is; his portion; which it "would be'a madneſs'res 
deptive himſelf of, forany of the fooliſbþ momen- 
tary. enjoymeiits of Sin; |. /No:doubt they,whouhave 
ſeriouſly made ſuch a Choice, will hnd-chemfelvesro» 
be thus engaged-; and there is ſcarcely. ariy Temps 
ration; : Which ſuch. a poſture of mind: will not! ina- 
ble;a good man to xelt{t and overcome. - 
Secondly, the benefirof making God our Choice: 


and Portioh,appears, byithe Eaſe and: Comfort of iti 


every Condition. Firſt as for Eaſe ;.*ris-an 'uneahe 
thing to have ones mind wmſetled, and: much worte'to 
have «.ſecled ona wrong Object, whichiis the cafe 
of all vitious/and, -ungodly men. .-For!either- fuch 

men do- not prefix. to:themſelves any certain End, 
CORE at Large, like the irrational Creatures, chat 
eat and drink and enjoy what's before them, with- 
out conlidering, any farther end of their being ; [OL 
elfe.they, addict themſelves to ſome particular 'Vice or 
Vanity, which inftead, of eating. and. comforting the 
mind, afflicts and confoundsit, wherva zman- Comes 
roxeflec onthe miſerable Choice he/has made.Oathe 
orher:. 
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-other hand, nothing car contribute: more to/a "flare! 


of reſt and inward ſatisfa&tion, than to have orie's” 
Choice ſettled, and to have ir fixr-ſo-happily as'upore 
God.'/ 'This ſers'the whole buſineſs-of a man's life at: 
aftay, and frees him from-the: ſolicitude>of- his 
thoughts, and from the trouble of farther conſuleari- 
on. It anſwers his mind, as to'the great' Q veftion of 
happineſs ;- and fo ſertles his ſpirir, and puts hin! in- 
to:ſuch a condition, that tis not” an-eafie} marcer to 
diſturb the repoſe, and happineſs of his life Tis 
likewiſe highly beneficial in reſpe&t of the Comfort of 


it: in every condition. If the Lord be our portion, 


| trcannortbe imagined that we can want any thing 


thar is good for-us. - For whatſoever is wanting in 


other kinds, is abundantly made upin him. ' His love - 


and favour, and bleſling, and aſſiſtance, the conſide- 


his glorious promiſes,are ſufhcient to make us happy, 
wharſoever our outward condition be. There will 
be Concuſlions in the World, and Troubles in mens 


| | me 
ration of his gracious providence, and the hopes of 


particular affairs. Sad caſualties, ſickneſles, difap- 


pointments, loſſes, calumaies, defamations, oppreſ- 


lion, and violence ; theſe are the common Enter- 


rainments with which the World treats irs gueſts at 
one time or other. All which, rho they be grievoris 
to fleſh and blood, yet they have not that powerfnl; 
nor malignant influence upon. thoſe who truſt in God, 
that they have upon others who live on themſelves. 


* If they happen to be ſurprized at the firſt approaches 


of 
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P/aks: C88. 57. 
of:xrouble, they ſoon recal and, recover 
know theyihaye a-friend;and ch 

him; an. that(hke-1 OUE. Saviour" t Phy: ef M 
Diſciples on;the; Sea.) calms; and! 4 
their troubles,and furniſhes them with. fuch:c | 
rations as/thele,// What tho. my, Friends are; tak en 
fromme 2. yer God:is with me, who rook me our of 
my. Mother's Womb, and bath ſuſteined me: ,eyer 
lance.L was born... Whar tho.my health. be; impaird, 

and. my,body grown. feeble, ſo chat 1. cannot enjoy 
my-ſelt.as formerly,2; Alas.) this.is- nor che thing on 
"which 1 depend, this weakneſs may bring me nearer 
to-that which is my main End,of which it I ſecure my 
Juty,'l am ſure, neither pain, nor age, nor aty other 
Accident.can deprive me:  Whar though my, porti- 
on inthe World be ſmall ? yet I have the Crearor 
and Diſpoſer of ic. ThoI am1ow, he is high above 
all; and I am ſure his Providence takes a care of me. 
Lam rich enough, if I can bur keep Patience and In- 
:tegrity,, Lord thou, art my; Portion, Oh! make me 
happy in a fairhful. adberence to thee, and in the 
communications. of thy. Love and Goodaeſs to me, 
and.I have enough. 

This has alwayes been the Refuge and Comfort 
of the People of God, to retire to Him, and thereto 
hide and ſhelter themſelves from the ſtorms of this 
-preſentevil World. - This bore up Job's ſpirit, and 
helpthim to get above the miſcries of bis Condition-; 
Tknow that my Redeemer liveth, &c, Job. 19. 25. 
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[ | 2a "7 £ Sermon'an- 
| |  'Theſime was David's conſtant: refuge, whointhe : 
[11 midft of the greateſt dangers arid diftreſſes; whe He 
gli had nothing left to ſeeerehim;bur God"  proretion; 

| if: thought himſelf ſafer in that, than in'the' ſeeuriry of 


[118 Caſtles/and fenced Cities And: thereforehe'fo often 
(IF: calls God his Refuge, and ſtrong hold® his Oaftle, 
ff anddcliverer : Not only becauſe he truſted that He 
W- would deliver him out of- his tronbles, but becauſe he 
[| lj tound that he ſupper ted ima render them,and; gave him 
Ft {ich Comfort, 25 madehisCondition happy; when 
; in outward appearance it ſeemed tobe defperare!''! 
Of this we have many Inſtances in the ſtory of 
Hl: his Life, particularly after the ſacking of Ziklag, 1 
Ws Sam. 30. 6, Where the text _ him,- thac he 
1% Was greatly diſtrefled;for the people ſpake of froning f 
Wl him ; bur "ris added i in the of "the verſe) but | 
| David encouraged himſelf in the Lord his God. The 
| like he declarerh of himſelf, ?/. 142.4, 5." Tlooked- 
" on my right hand, and beheld , bat there: wins no! ai thde | 
would know me. Refnge Failed me, no man cared for | 
my Sonl. [cryzd unto the O Lord ;' 1 Aid, thon art my. | 
Refuge -and my Portion mr the: Land of the living. # 
The ſame was the comforr of the three Children ovhen © | 
they had no other proſpect, but that of Death, and. 
a burning fiery Farnace. . »Onr God.whom we ſerve We. | 
ble to deliver us, Dan. 3 - 17+ | 
'Fotheſe we may add the Examples of the Apo-- 
{Hes,and Firſt believers; whole lives were-a continual 


warfare, yet they were more than Conquerors. They . 
were 


bo 
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were compaſled abour-with-Evils an/evety fide:; hue 
chey were ſo far-from-beingdiltreſſed/or caft down 
ar it, that they-joyed in God; and rtjoycedin their Eri- 
bulation. 'They-had nothing, yerhaving him: for their 
Portion, they were as though they had {x ion 
thin £1217 10 93088 
aihofarwhin Fhothus ſerled- hhls Aifkine "chatii ne 
is or may be happy, in deſpight of -the World; and 
the worlt things he can meer with in it, cannot but 
be granted to have-taken' a | very» wile courle, and. 
to have made a very wiſe and beneficial Choice: 
Thirdly, the Benefit of it is ſeen in-this, that! *rts 
an infallible means, to mortify usto-this Worldi; be- 
: canſe-it engages ns not to make: any.'other : thins our 
Portion. ; | But this will fall in' moſt ficly with the 
laſt»particular, which" ſhall be, to Faorjit by what 
means we miay compals this great: End/and: bulitieſs 
of our Lives, To have God-for onr Portion. 
The: beſt dire&tioni in-this:caſe wilt be; + +: + 
» /Firft;rhat we-chafe' him for our Portions |-Aind-Se- 
condly;, | that we do as David reſolves in:the: _ .of 
che-verſe, Thave ſaid that Twill keep thyword. © 
Firſt, ro chuſe him for our/portion,, is the way to 
make him ſo. If this ſeemt a ſmall or eaſie matter; 
we muſt know char there is.4-great' deal compre- 
hended in this Choice. Ir! rmplyes that; we prefer 
Godin our Judgment, and Efteem,'»aboveall other 
things; and We: we- prefer his Loye and Service; 
TL D + NTT before 


before-all che delights; and” preſent 'advancages of 
Sin.” Irmountsineffe&to whar: was metitioned be-+ 
_ 6, That we makenor/any other thins-our porcion.” 

her things we may have, and eſteem, and: enjoy 
chem two, in their juſt meaſure and: degree-: : but 


we muſt nor overvalue them, nor dote on them, we: 


muſt not beſtow our hearts on them, nor repoſe our 
raft and happineſs in them, - God muſt be-upper- 
moſt in our love and efteem,: (as Solomon: choſe Wal: 
dom before Riches and Honour) otherwiſe he wa 
not be our Portion. 

To this purpoſe-our Saviour hath told us in of. 
fet, That we cannot have ourTreafure on Earth;and: 
in Heaven, Matr. 6:19. He hath told us, That we 
Cannor ſerve two Mafters, God | and: Munwion ; 3-finb: ohe! 
one be our Portion, the other cannor, will not be: 

Bur ſirice we are allowed to love other things, 
how ſhall we know whether we make/themr our. 
Portion or not ? We may know it by the room and 
ptace thoſe things have in our hearts. | If they have 
the preheminence, they are our. Portion.; for two: 
Chiefs or Principals cannot confaſt* rogerher in our 
choice. * If- God be our Portiop!, all other things 

will be choſen, and loved, and tiſed in {ubordinari- 
en to him, and his love and: Service. 

It vil not be difficult for us if we dbfetrs the 
motions of our. own-hearts,to-makea Judgment con- 
cerning! our. ſelves. Inthe Courſe of buſineſs and 
Femprarion, we may fometimes obſerve a kind of 

| Competition. 


\ 


rereſts. Now:Whetrtis'come?! 4+” rhp wr B16 an 
petition in che Willpobſerve which "fide uf 6) 
vails, and we ſhall ſoon know how the caſe is {ith 
USL1QINIT Oe Ie 
[Achecve and Jovb of God) We a Religions enfc 
ofi car duty, prevail; -we "may conclude''we are 
right. ſoifar. Bur if: vain'and' corrupt inclinations - 
prevail 5- we: may ſo;far conclude, that God is not 
our-Portion. For'rhat isevery mans Portion, which 
he prefers, and: values,and ſeeks afret:mok : "Indeed 
its: effet his God, and hisbeing carried our after 
ittwithlove' anddelight} 3 s that lablatry of the heart: 
of which'che+,Scriprure' ſpeaks.”'For Inftance, 'He 
who ſers: his heart [on the 'World, and hunts: after 
riches. unreaſonably, * and ſticks: not-to violate his 
Dury and hisConſciencefor the gaining and keeping 
of them; and prefers. theitv before the rrue Riches; 
ſuck ;a-mancbas biv2portioiine this World ſands guilty 
of that Coverouſneſs, which the Seriprure taH8 Uptitiy; 
The -anbicious 'man' likewiſe, who" will do' any 
thing to begreat,*and climbs! up toit by 'baſe com- 
pliances and unworthy Actions, he has made choice 
of his Qbject,Yanity'is his Portion Andſoforthoſe 
who make their Belly-andtheir-pleafure their God! 
mear and-drink-and: es baſe ſenſual 'Liberries are” 
their Portion.  So:likewiſe- the:Erivions and Ma- 
licious, who'wil-contrive and repay-Evil, andipri- 
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et its a6 whe 10 
thin - rep -Inſtatices, .vithere 
oy lain chat. our lyes-ori-ohe —_— and: Sn 
Pu the other., If we ſeo the ſta-beforeus, | 
of the Tempration- tot, we. do by : oft _ eLa+ 
cog prefer Ic before; God: and the rewards:ot Reli- 
BPH, and oe ic (9k Our , ki rrges j Fa, ———_ 


indifferent abour wap "0 an» evidence: 1A 
hearts do not pi. ro them, and: that we:do-not 
look on them, as -our..Pontion.- -/Dbis .andiflerency 
 confiſts in, an 'eveneſs of mind. \tawards:. remporal 
$996, agd..cvil.:-:nor to vale ,"or love, or'de- 
tire; the one,..as though; out Happineſs. depended 
' OR4t-; Norito read the! other, fo as to-rhink our 
ſelves miſerable and undone, 'when any temporal 
eyil. befals us, ; /but to; look upon. both writh ' a de- 
ference and ſubmiſſion to' the will of God, always 
cſteeming him as our main;refuge-and: dependence. 
For the maintaining and-prefetning of .which good 
ingitierency, we mult take heed of eager and impor- 
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IN- 
deed is' David was for 'ms- 'trhigraciots Dfatin, 
when'God had but newly delivered hirh"ope of 


Frolently coricerned fot anyiofzhefe 
fear things, or grieve Fan chem, with {01 teh defetti- 
6nand ditfeſs' of 'rid+, *t tis on HEY Fihemn 
£60/'well; and thi&we- bY Ni de 
efitirely” Us we oughe 7 and” ſo'on the” orhier Han 
xwhen we long for any yrhitg! 'wirh' #, o Leu 
and T6eir; '6f defir®/"*tis 1 fipty'v & bur 
happitieſVia i, andchit We could E hat ng Noquk 

all elfe/2and toimake ir our Portion. It; arotest 


impetuouſneſs of affeftion ſhews,rhart our minds'are 
nor ſtajeupon God, bur that we look after othsr 
things beſides him as Principal Ingredients of our 
happineſs, _ Tt. ſhews that we-are not - rooted and 


grounded 


;tion of Jac ob'3 


of Heth, ia 5 Lying, 


hand fo Fate to with, , would God Thal died TI; "uk ” ; 
4873 27 t' 'is' 'to0 wwuck: for” *to. be this - 
ik EE. When we | 


md rip6n God q 


we took not much' unto God, nor regard Whac i 
Willand Pleaſure is, if we can bur accompliſh our. 
own deſires on any Ferms. Such eagerneſs and 
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eaſe\and appinals nh (Ns, iyes; and withourwhichz 


"wy F{r7ty "+ 


SI CITI CT O19 .IR903 107 SESTTEY TO 18! 
He is. not to be had on any orher, Terms; neither 


People ; and how can that be made appear, bur by 
being governed by his Laws? This is the conſtant 
Tenour ofthe Covenant ; ard there is no;pretence, 
nor priviledge whatſoever, that can entitle us to the 
bleflings of it, unleſs we walk as the People of; God, 
"Tis not enough that we call our ſelves his People, 

| neither 


Phat QXIX. 57. 
thin isit enough.tor do 4s thoſe ſpokenof in the! 
Prophet Ekxecbi 34.72 4 They fat' before:tbeeras my: þ oios 
and bear thy;ipords; but they will not: do them; for: withthet 
mouth: they (heap much love but their:beart goeth/afcer\ theit 


377 


Covetouſneſs:\\ God is not to.be/impoſed.upoa by.fuch, - 


Pretences,-neither will he be flattered, where he js H05- 
eculy-hoved and obeyed. The truth : of which isto, 
betryediby. char rule of che\ Apoſtle, Rem, 1641.6: 

Wibons ye- yield your ſelves|Servants to-obey, his, Serpancs- Je, 
ae. to. whom- ye obey; wheuher of $.n uit0-death, r gf; obedi;, 
ence unto. Righteauſueſs. +: 15 is not eagaghrhay we 


wear his: Livery, or bear. the badge of his Servaats ; but, 


we muſÞdp; him a&tial. ſervice, ? ceherwile we cannot 
expect to receive mages from, him,,., 

.\Godiwas-in.a peculiar manner the God of. 1 Lie, 
and:he-calls himſelf a, Hifhemd ta, 1ſrael';, but when 
they deſeried his ſervice; and commirted, ShOge 
on, he-retraed that Relation ;, and. commanded 
the Prophet ro ule the name Toro -. for. Je arg 1 an 
my \peaple;;'and Þ will, not |be-ybur; Hal: F; <3 
Chapter 2.2... ſhe 48nob my Wiſe; yy am T-ber us- 
band. > God -will not be; ours, unleſs we be Hr, nei 
ther. will it avail us to be his in Name oaly, bur. we 
mnſt beſo in deed and in-truth. 

After all this ic muſt be ono char we 
are frailſinful Creatures, and that our grear. rity 
and confidence lyes in the Infinite Mercies 0 God 
and the-merits of our.Sayiour. Bur * tis 2. Religious 


care over our ſelves and over our ways, that quali- 
E fies, 


RY 
L $-5P 0. _ : 


of Slv wat 


fies, and:makest3 fitfor the mercy of Godi: REF TY 

may"pardon thary \whereinichron weaknefs'owe! 
coie ſhortiof me dury: \''Fhisvas che: Corſe char: 
David took, whomvwefind begging'of Gol formers. 
cy; vel. 2+ t6 'me;'cifid init6 mie accordize-td thy ipord; but 
withal be reſolves in this verſe, to keep: God's Lam;and 
verſ.z.heisfaidto have performediwbache/p romiled;' 
I turned ny Feet-to thy Teſtimonies. -: »!:'And:fo ibbeho tg 
great Confidence was: in God;>yet the fence o6hii 
owt” Integriry made his confidence: "more:rational;, 


and fatisfed' him that it was nor\ only a'vainipre- 


ſumption.” And therefore he thought ir ficro: maker 
proteſtation'6f his Innocency and Irtegriry,Qhapger: 
2 þF. To this purpoſe bur Saviour plainly cel av 
Joe mat, Mat.” 1 19% 17: if ithog iviltienterrizeoTife, 
keep the Commuridments.”” Where he | takes the: nfo. 
theſe the neceſſary Condition of the'ofher] had itaplies, 
chat no man'can obtainEternal life withourk kxPin 
rhe Commandments. 

One thing more maybe: obſerv's ſow th Yo ſy: 
the words, I have > ſaid,or T have pronujed,char Iwould 
keepthy words ; - the Pfalmiſt hs $here'ts callta 
mind,'and renew Tome former reſolution and pro- 
mile, whereby he had more ſolewalyc deyoted bim: 
felf to the Sebvick of God. 

*x57A we fhalt do yell to follow TY Fxample. 
Do tleſs 5 good Reſvlitions (nor-to: ſpeak now of 


 Vowes). are of great uſe to help to keep us clofe ta 


our dury. For when a. man finds himfelf, bound 
(as 


at _— $3, 


(28 irere) by Gengeny deeil and eapab'd' 

aGovetiznr which he Hiemiade with BinflP®rige 

the beſtatid-rA6lt ſraportatit Reaſbys' 5 thivEdiifot 

bur ſiviprhed hini' the petficrmtance'  sA iy: 

David bound hirnfelf it the ſtrike bondy 'of thi: 

kidd,"as is more filly: expreſt,\ vetſe; &; Ye Fa Wy 
\ wed Twill peforin it, hat 4 Wh Rn 

udgombits. 2 | 10-101 19 

""Belldes; 4s his; i /aofalt to oftr' Lulves! " 'ris avail- 
able with God forthe obtaining of his favotir.”” For 
when we thus dedicate and devote out ſelves ri 
our lives to his fervic Gl wilt ove hith"to com- 
_ ralinſedte Monſelf mire t eely teu, ani o becothie © out 
Portion. 

\ The deſign of mM that Ha "NN fig: firſt to 
hoe every" confi derare perſgn;' to' ever into Ac- 
cotng with ' himſelf, and ſee wha Choice he has 
made. 'Let him av hitaſelf whir haFbeen, and (is 
his main buſineſs, and deſign itt che World: and fee 
what anſwer his Conſcience will take bing,” 

If he'have yet ntide” no fettled Choice, he'his 
46hE very unwiſely in {p pending {> rinch cims with: 
ont deſign.” If h&hive ttce's wrong Chaiee, ir is igh 
time to ihquire into” it,. to the endhe my be cO.t- 
vinced of hisErtor, and amend it. 

2 Let hitmkriow rhenthar every, one Wh& Aves: u 
ally 'vice of cuſtotnifofSin, is juitly "riterftere 
have made-thar Tits Choice / gh pethaps te 
hivendt coſen't with the FE weak of a \for- 
E 2 
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may be ſure he has. been. wrong all this while, and 


IT 


P/at-CXIX2 57. 
it,0Omcerns? him.  no-rrro0/ make 1a) wifeand xberrer 


©boice;Þ: 1100 100,239m9%6809 240 99209! 72; 19194; 
148! Andiirideed; ifwedo bucduly reread 1m 4 
own minds will point) andgireet -08"1c Goa! Th IE 
naturally incline towards hims/tas thin! 
their center-and: place-of reſti:i1Hevis 


of durSouls, andbeadiee he alonelieve grey f, 


and all other things: to be yleBlet ſand! deſpiſed, in 
Compariſon of him... SUO13L7 (1007 31 N62 WIOKL 
-: Secondly, if weare-conftious conolit ſebivsy "ebiake 
we have-maderthis choice}ir thouldengage utb-ex- 
| Exciſe prear:degrees of Patiencecandi; refiement-; 
and/help ro moderate .ouvfexrsdndiortews fotother 
abings. 'For why: ?: t6|God Be our Portions is iv ner 
enough 2 'is not; he Atſafhcigav!?” cannorhe!: nake 
us happy, unleſs the World alſo ſmikeic upon us:? 
bn EX Sp we are:too/aprtonhidk;fo,bur isfor we wit of 
Fairh,andian boly dependiznce upon. God.) "tf we 
cou d hve up to the Effetts othavingGod forourPor- 
tion; it would mightily raiſe:andinableiour, Spirits, 
and fetus much/aboverh@reach of. worldlySutce(- 
ſes and Events. T'oo greaticoncernment'aboutchele 
+ 4/dilparagitig;of our r @haice;| and diſtovers World- 
lineſs, :lvtefolition; and Folly. Tis ro/imitate'the 
folly 'of that Mifer ,* . who 'pin'd: for the” loſs 'of 
1s ſmoak, when his' Colfers Were tull, and his For- 
rune over-flowed: 21: 5:5: 

 Laſtly,zas we duglacochbſe God foront Portion? 
fo ought. we torlive continually! in-the View: and 
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we | ja he mary: 


-o Stthbion:\© 
1þ.of the: choirevechavemedea; ; cehat:foxwe may 


ether forget our engagements,nor contradi&&hmhar 


cos delvew/ if oin:twain 


Bd 9 "Bao bdvixan raroower 3 
ere —_ afubhracles 's:other|thinugs:2 
How can'ſt thou, withque bluſhingand; *confnhicua, 
lay:tg:Gdd, Thoucart yi Porter when! chy hearr-goes 
another way ; and thou followeſt chy'own-will and 
_ and [aclications, whithtare contrary. to his will, 
the: rules:and -Eaws which: heibas preſcribed? 
- Thou mayeftrotthink that)hs will/be thy Portion 
everthe'more for ſucks Stiderals prezended, Saper- 
tieial, Choietiri Gl; | j3£1-2 

. Whaychetfore caſt whedlint : "Wemuſtkedpeloſe 
to-08r Choice,” andre: that our behaviourmayi be 
agreeable toic. Wemmſt often call it to-mind, and 
keep t,as It, were; alwaies in our. ye ; 'and by the 
View of | that (ag of 'onr: oe? we: all: be. deed 
the'berrer to fteer-our:Conrſe. - ©. 

VWeſhould likewiſe,o hy recolledt; -and-pcll oc co 
mind, our ſetled Religious Principles. We thould'chu 
commune with our hearts, F have determined long 
a.go, that nothing in this World: is to be depended 

on for happineſs. I will therefore uſe and enjoy eve- 
ry thing here as tho Ids nar. | bbelieve; and. by 
Experience find; that God-alone isable tor {arisfie my 
Soul; 
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' _ Soul ; my bulineſs therefore ſhall be to ſerve him, 
'- ahd ſeek his Favour. Ian ſatisfied, that theigreac 
buſineſs and concernment of every one, is, fore 'or- 
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der their lives, that rhey may dye well, and: live 
z with God for ever,when this Minate of life is expir- 
.. ed. And being thus convinced,and perſuaded I know 
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is far asl amable; 
whtel,chacl may. 


